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93rd Birth Anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. was celebrated all over USA on
last Monday, January 17,2022 which was
observed as a federal holiday in honor of
his life long struggle for equality and 
social justice.

This was a very prominent and his-
toric day in historical perspective commem-
orating his pivotal and leading role as a civil
rights leader in ending the entrenched seg-
regation of African Americans in USA.As a
result of his non- violent but courageous
campaign for social equality, the civil rights
Act of 1964 and the voting right Act of
1965 were signed into laws by President
Lyndon Johnson.

Dr. King was born on January 15,
1929 in a family of Baptists, preachers and
pastors. His birth name was Michael King
Jr. which was later changed to Martin
Luther King Jr. influenced by Martin Luther
a protestant Reformation leader in Ger-
many. During his long struggle for equal
rights for all Dr. King went to jail 29 times.
Dr. King was highly influenced by the
power of civil disobedience led by 
Mahatma Gandhi. In 1959 Dr. King went
to India and collected lot of information
from the members of Mahatma Gandhi's
family which inspired him to motivate mil-
lions of people to stand up for action. He
admired Mahatma Gandhi by saying that
he was a "Guiding Light of Nonviolence".

His eloquent and landmark speech
"I HAVE A DREAM" is globally considered
as a God-gifted talent which electrified a
massive following in his non-violent 

approach to
send his mes-
sage across. It
brought him in
spotlight as a
n a t i o n a l 
proponent of 
organized non-
violent resist-
ance. 
In another 
famous quote
Dr. King ob-
serves that –

"Darkness can-
not drive out
darkness, only
Light can do"
Hate cannot drive out hate, only love 
can do"

There is a lot of similarity and ho-
mogeneity in the ideological approaches of
Martin Luther King and Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar.Both were champions of human rights
and social justice. 

Both suffered carping humiliations
and discriminations in their lives.
Discriminations based on caste in India and
racial segregation in USA are still posing as
hardened crusts of separatism. 

We,on behalf of Supreme Council
Shri Guru Ravidass Sabhas USA adore and
endorse Dr. King's endeavors for equality
which changed the course of history.
Congratulations on the celebration of his 
93rd Birthday.

Paying floral tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on his Birth Anniversary

Prem K. Chumber 
Editor-in-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com

Dr. Martin Luther King was to America what Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi were to India. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., was born on January 15, 1929 in the illustrious family
of pastors of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, where his
grandfather and father served, and he himself served as co-pastor
until his assassination on April 4, 1968.Originally, he was named
Michael Luther King, Jr., but later changed his name to Martin. His
was a time when coloured  people were segregated from the main-
stream. So he did his elementary studies in segregated public
schools in  Georgia; earned the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1948
from Morehous College, a reputed institution of Atlanta for the
coloured people from which his father and grandfather had also
graduated. He received Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.) degree in 1951
after putting in three years of theological study at Crozer Theolog-
ical Seminary in Pennsylvania. At Crozer Theological Seminary, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., was elected president of a predominantly
white senior class that speaks volumes of his scholarship and pop-

ularity among his peers. He re-
ceived his PhD degree in 1955
from the Boston University,
where he was enrolled in grad-
uate studies on a fellowship
won at Crozer.
After completing his doctor-

ate, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
became active in the Ameri-
can civil rights movement.
Soon he emerged its non-vio-
lent spokesperson and popular
leader,and led the struggle
from front until his assassina-
tion in 1968. He is known for
his sterling contributions to
American civil rights move-
ment. In one of his most fa-
mous works – “I Have a
Dream” speech delivered in
1963 during his historic march
on Washington – he spoke of

his dream of a United States that is free from segregation and
racism. He played a crucial role in putting an end to racial segre-
gation in the US and securing the rights of the black Americans. It
was largely his peaceful struggle that can be credited for the pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of
1965. The Civil Rights Act prohibited racial segregation and dis-
crimination in the workplace. The Voting Rights Act granted African
Americans right to vote. His vision of equality and civil disobedi-
ence was based on the ideals of Christianity and non-violent tech-
niques ofMr. M.K. Gandhi who devised Satyagraha (truth-based
method of peaceful resistance) to liberate India from the colonial
rule the British. He led 382 days of bus boycott agitation that made
the Supreme Court of the United States declare unconstitutional
the laws forcing segregation on buses on December 21, 1956. Dur-
ing this more than a yearlong boycott, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
had to face personal abuse, arrests and his home was attacked.  In
the next eleven-year period of his struggleful life (1957-68), he
completely devoted his life for the cause of equality, social justice
and empowerment of the  marginalised sections of the whole
world. He “travelled over six million miles and spoke over twenty-
five hundred times, appearing wherever there was injustice,
protest, and action; and meanwhile he wrote five books as well as
numerous articles” (Nobel Lectures, Peace 1951-1970, Editor Fred-
erick W. Haberman, Elsevier Publishing Company, Amsterdam,
1972). He was the youngest man to be honoured with the Nobel
Peace Prize at the age of thirty five.

“Ambedkar Times” and “Desh Doaba” Weeklies take im-
mense pride in paying floral tribute this great son of the ‘Land of
Dreams’ who devoted his whole life for the emancipation and em-
powerment of downtrodden. 

Humble Sewadar, 
O.P. Balley (General Secretary)

Supreme  Council 
Sri Guru Ravidass Sabhas USA

1-925-252-6085
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Advantage Channi – Punjab Elections, 2022
he die has been cast. Punjab is
fully geared to participate and

enjoy the festival of democracy –
Punjab Elections, 2022. Election
commission has declared the sched-
ule and ‘Code of Conduct’ in this re-
gard has come into operation, as
usual. The filling of nominations by
the candidates will start on January
21 till January 28, scrutiny of nomi-
nation will be done on January 29
and the nominations may be with-
drawn by January 31, voting will be
done on February 14 and fate of the
contestants sealed in the EVM ma-
chines. The counting of votes will be
done on March 10 and results de-
clared accordingly. By evening of the
same day, it will be known which po-
litical outfit would form the next gov-
ernment in Punjab, amidst the
Bhangra and Gidha of Democracy. 

Elections in a democracy have
usually been an interesting and excit-
ing phase. It is more so, it seems, this

time. It remained a bilateral matter be-
tween the Congress Party and Akali
led coalitions from 1966 till 2017.
But this time the scenario is different.
It is going to be a four or even five
cornered contest in most of the 117
constituencies with – 69 seats in
Malwa, 23 in Doaba and 25 in Majha
regions of Punjab. Dalits have a clout
with 34 reserved seats in the total of
117. As of now it appears that there
may be a fractured mandate with no
party having a clear majority.  The
next government would be a coalition
- Congress + or Akalis + or AAP +
or BJP and PLC + with pre or post
election alliances. Some of the promi-
nent leaders like; Charanjit Channi
and Navjot Singh Sidhu of Congress
Party, Sukhbir Singh Badal of Akali
Dal, Bhagwant Mann and Harpal
Singh Cheema of AAP, Captain Am-
rinder Singh of PLC, Ashwini Sharma
and Manoranjan Kalia of BJP as PLC
and BJP combine, are the likely faces
as the next CM depending on the
magic number of 69-70 +. All the
outfits are fully engaged in finalizing
their candidates in the run up to Jan-
uary 21, the first day of nominations.
Akalis with its ally BSP and AAP have
already named most of their nomi-
nees. Congress, BJP, PLC and newly
formulated farmers party, Samyukt
Samaj Morcha is in the process of
completing the exercise to enter the
Valentine’s Day rivalry, the day of vot-
ing on February 14. 

The diverse issues would be
at play – Kisan Andolan and its fall-
out, sacrilege issues, fallout of Covid
pandemic, economy including em-
ployment and public services, drugs

and sand mafia, dalit issues like Post
Matric Scholarships and Tughlakabad
Guru Ravidass Mandir in Delhi, PM’s
security issue among others, to deter-
mine the outcome of elections. Some
of the factors which would work in
shaping the political landscape in
Punjab would be – Akalis are not as
united as before and are facing the
elections without the BJP after a long
time, Congress Party is also a divided
house with ‘Sidhuism’ and ‘Tiwari
and Jakhar  Homilies’ at work and the
damage being inflicted by PLC of
Captain Amrinder Singh, BJP has lost
ground with losing Akallis as an ally,
PM Narendra Modi’ handling of the
Kisan Andolan and dalit alienation by
backing out of the announcement of
having a dalit CM, Tughlakabad Guru
Ravidass Mandir issue, shoddy public
image of BJP’s dalit leadership, inter
alia.  AAP, as in 2017 also, was
ahead in the ‘perception game’ but
unfortunately, it appears, is going the

same way as in 2017 – alleged mar-
keting of tickets ignoring the genuine
claimants and aspirants, remote con-
trol and dictation by the Delhi elite,
earlier Sanjay Singh and now Raghav
Chadha, ignoring the sons of the soil,
lack of visible leadership except
Arvind Kejriwal, considered to be an
outsider and Bhagwant Mann who is
struggling still to find its due place
and space, in spite of his ability to
pull the crowds, in the Punjab’s APP
hierarchy. Samyukat Kisan Morcha
will mostly be a spoiler of the AAP
and Congress kitties.

With this backgrounder, I
come to the subject matter – the title
of the blog ‘Advantage Channi’. With
the growing awakening and increas-
ingly evident empowerment of dalits
with overall  33% population is set,
ultimately, to determine and   shape
the political and social landscape of
Punjab and rightly so. It seems the
situation, of late, has taken full circle.
In spite of 33% share in the popula-
tion, dalits remained on the fringes of
corridors of power due to socio-eco-
nomic factors in the caste ridden so-
ciety and economic inequalities on

one hand and political machinations
of political forces at work on the
other to keep the weaker sections on
the society on the margins. Things
are slowly changing for the better
due to the constitutional arrange-
ments and relentless struggles of
Babasaheb Ambedkar and Manyawar
Kanshi Ram among others; like Babu
Manguram Mugowalia. The very
basis of democratic polity is ‘vote’
and the dictum of ‘one vote one
value’ enshrined in the constitution,
of late, has started to show its effi-
cacy. Since independence in 1947, it
took more than 75 years for a dalit,
Charanjit Singh Channi, to become
the first CM of Punjab in 2021
against all odds. I don’t subscribe to
the view that somebody did any
favour to him and the fact is that it is
becoming increasingly clear that dal-
its are no more interested in keep sit-
ting on the fringes of the system
though they are yet to address the

‘divisive forces’ both inside
and otherwise willfully de-
signed and unleashed by
the ‘Thekedars’ of the soci-
ety with Manuwadi mind-
sets. Nobody will make
anybody the PM or the
CM. Dalits need to stand
own their own. It is a mat-
ter of gratification to note
that this realization among
the dalits is dawning and
rightly so. Charanjit Singh

Channi became the CM in the wake
of these political considerations and
compulsions at the fag end of the
Congress Party tenure of five years as
a stop-gap arrangement at the first in-
stance till the February, 2022 
elections. 

But it is a matter of great sat-
isfaction again and a matter of sur-
prise to many of his own colleagues
in the party that Channi Sahib proved
himself in a short span of three
months or so and made a definite
place for himself as a leader to be
reckoned with as a ‘wonder of
democracy’. By now in the run up to
the elections, just a month away,
Channi, it seems, will be a ‘catalyst’,
if the Congress Party serious intends
to retain power. This ground reality
would not be easy to ignore and if
anybody do so, it will at their own
peril. Channi, it seems, will be and
shall be the face of the Congress
Party as the next CM of Punjab. Now
I come to the question as to why I
say so, obviously, people would be in-
terested in knowing it. First, the en-
tire political scenario is undergoing a
big, much needed transformation -

‘power be-
longs to
t h e
masses’ in
a demo-
c r a t i c
polity. Sec-
o n d ,
Channi is a
suave, edu-
cated and
c u l t u r e d
son of the
soil with
an ordinary
b a c k -
g r o u n d
who could succeed in public life and
make a definite space and place for
himself with sheer grit and hard
work. His earthy and easy demeanor
to conduct himself as an “Aam
Adami’ stole the show from the so-
called Aam Adami of the AAP, Con-
gress Party’s major opponent in the

fray.  His latest slugfest with the rul-
ing dispensation at the Centre on the
PM’s Security issue made him a Pan-
India leader over-night. He turned the
tide and visibly made the issue as
Modi Vs Punjab, rightly or wrongly, it
is hard to say till the report of the
Supreme Court directed enquiry re-
port comes. In the wake of the PM’s
Security issue, Channi became a
much sought after personality in the
media, both print and electronic and
also social media. Channi Sahib came
out as a man of sterling worth on the
camera in spite of every best by the
vested interests in the media to catch
him at wrong feet to carry the agenda
of his distracters and opponents.
Channi defeated all these designs. He
also proved himself as an administra-
tor with heart and mind.  I am confi-
dent that the Congress High
Command in Delhi is not oblivious of
these ground realities and will reward
their foot soldier, Charanjit Singh
Channi to encash their wish to repeat
their hold on power at their traditional
Vote Bank and avail off the ‘Advan-
tage Channi’ offer of the Vote Bank.
I am also certain that Channi has
come a long way and has already
thrown his hat in the ring. There is no
going back. I believe so. As PM
Narendra Modi listed Advantage India
in “Demography and Democracy” to
convince the world leaders, it is ex-
actly true for Channi also in the Pun-
jab context. I, as apolitical observer,
wish Charanjit Singh Channi all the
best in the coming days and conclude
with an Urdu couplet:
अपना मुकद्दर आप बनाते हैं अहले दिल; 
हम वह नहीं जिन्हें ज़माना बना गया।

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador - I.F.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940

T
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Dr. Harmesh Kumar, an American Indian leader,appointed Chairman of California Chapter of Oversees Congress.
“I will serve Punjab and the party to the best of my ability”, Dr. Harmesh Kumar

Prem K. Chumber 
Editor-in-Chief: 

www.ambedkartimes.com
Dublin/Califirnia: Dr Harmesh Kumar,a
known personality among the Ameri-
can Indians, was recently nominated
chairman of the California Oversees
Congress led by Mr. Mohinder Singh
Gilzian, an elected legislator of Punjab
State Assembly. He was felicitated at
an impressive gathering. All present
on the occasion were exhorted to
come forward to restore the glory of
Punjab under the leadership of the In-
dian National Congress. There is an
all-embracing concern among the Pun-
jabi at home and diasporas to see Pun-
jab as a leading state in the Union of
India. Punjabis remained always in the
forefront of freedom struggle with
maximum number of martyrdoms on
their sideand provided sterling leader-
shipwithin the central congress both
at the partyand government levels.
The contribution of the valorous land
of Punjab in the highest echelon of
country’s administration is well known
in the world. Punjabisserved as Prime
Ministers, President, foreign ministers
and defense ministers of India having
their roots within the Indian National
Congress. It is not only at the state
and national level, but also at the in-
ternational level  too that Punjabis
have shown their leadership skills in
myriad fields covering farming, busi-
ness, science, administration, commu-
nity help, medicine, films, spirituality,
sports among others.  It is not only
confined to the promising land of the
USA, but spread over whole of the
continents.  Punjabis always remain
ready to help the needy across party-
lines,caste, religion, language and re-
gion – the current Corona pandemic is
a recent case in point. Serving all is a
glorious legacy of our Gurus. The var-

ious speakers expressed their views.
Each speaker said that the Congress
Party believed in uniting the people
and not in dividing them. The con-
gress party played an important role in
India's progress since its independ-
ence in 1947. The state affirmative
action promoted by the Indian Na-
tional Congress have enabled many
lower castes people to reach new
heights in their professional careers
and many of them became engineers,
politicians, doctors, attorneys, scien-
tist and business men all over the
world. The people friendly, especially
belonging to downtrodden sections of
the society, provision of the constitu-
tion of the Independent India con-
ceived during the freedom struggle led
by the stalwarts of Indian National
Congress provided ample opportuni-
ties for the rise of India. 

Mohinder Singh Gilzian,US
Oversees Congress President,briefed
the august gathering about the current
electoral trends in the forthcoming as-
sembly polls in the state of Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur. He congratulated Dr.
Harmesh Kumar for his new responsi-
bility and complimented his academic,
professional  and community service
commitments and achievements that
will facilitate enormously in building a
strong base for the Us Oversees Con-
gress chapter in the Golden state of
California. He concluding his address
with thanks to all the prominent per-
sonalities who  participated  in the
event.

Dr. Harmesh Kumar thanked
Mr. Mohinder Singh Gilzian and the In-
dian National Congress for reposing
faith in him by assigning him the re-
sponsibility to serve the party as the
newly appointed chairman of the Con-
gress from California.Dr. Kumar is

known face in California. A prominent
social worker, Dr Kumar was a candi-
date in the election for the Governor-
ship  of California. He has to his credit
a brilliant academic record with PhD
degree in Clinical Psychology from one
of the reputed higher educational in-
stitutes of North India. His contribu-
tion in the community health sector in
California is praiseworthy. During his
thanks giving address, Dr. Kumar re-
membered the Almighty and said that
whatever he has been able to achieve
so far is all with the grace of God. He
underlined the need to pay back to our
society at this stage when we have
been able to reach at the desirable
stage in our lives.  He also said that it
should be a matter of proud for all of
the Punjabis to belong to this sacred
land of Gurus, Sants, Rishis and holy
persons. It was at this holy land that
the Vedas were heard, Upanishads
were written, Gita was recited, Ash-
tadhyayiand Yoga Sutras were penned.
Dr. Kumar also took pride in being an
American Indian Punjabi. Punjabis, he
reiterated, are well-known world over
for their helpful conduct, hard work,
truthfulness, sincerity and social serv-
ice. Punjabis are naturally inclined to
stand up for equality and social justice
– a great legacy of our Gurus. In the
name of all such rare qualities of the
sons and daughters of Punjab in the
contemporary consumer-culture dom-
inated world, Dr Kumar promised to
leave no stone unturned in serving his
people and party wholeheartedly. He
exhorted all the present to come for-
ward to strengthen the Oversees Con-
gress organization in California. 

Ajmer Singh BittuNijjer, a
youth leader and businessman, also
highlighted the great Punjabi tradition
as well as the sacred domain of its
holy land in his address. However, he

also raised an important point that
what forced the sons and daughters
of this great land to migrate to foreign
lands? Why many people, he further
pointed out, ov there have been af-
flicted with the cancer in the state?
He asked the august gathering to
come forward to save and preserve
Punjabiyat while constituting our own
government Punjab. Mr. Vinod Chum-
ber, President of Shri Guru Ravidass
Sabha Bay Area,during his address,
talked about the humble nature of Mr.
Charanjit Singh Channi, the newly
elected Chief Minister of Punjab after
the resignation of Captain Amarinder
Singh. He underlined that Mr Channi,
a well-educated, honest, Congress
leader,has arisen from below simply
by his sheer hard social work. It was
his sincere approach, and affable na-
ture that prompted the Congress High
Command to entrusthim with such a
huge responsibility to steer the ship of
the statecraft. We was very confident
that under the able leadership of Mr.
Channi, the Punjab congress will soon
come triumphant in the February
2022 state assembly elections. He en-
sured full support for the victory of
the Congress party in Punjab. He said
that we all will work with Dr. Harmesh
Kumar to build a strong support base
for the Congress in the USA. Mr. Gur-
winder Singh, General Secretary, US
Congress, Mr. OP Balley, Chairman of
the Supreme Council of Guru Ravidas
Sabhas of America, Mr. Ravinder
Singh Gulia from Haryana State, Mr.
Balbir Singh MA  were among many
other well-known personalities of the
California region who also spoke dur-
ing the event and congratulated the
Dr. Harmesh Kumar on his being nom-
inated as Chairman of the US Califor-
nia Chapter of Oversees Congress. 

****
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Dr. Harmesh Kumar, an American Indian leader,appointed Chairman of California Chapter of Oversees Congress.
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Sacramento County Cannot Afford Another Lockdown
ith the rise in COVID cases
across the world as a result of

the omicron variant, local jurisdictions
are struggling with how to properly
react.  Some areas like Sonoma
County have now issued “shelter in
place” orders, which means residents
can only go to places for essential
reasons, such as the grocery store or
doctor's office.  I strongly believe
Sacramento County should not go
down this path, and should do every-
thing possible to avoid further shut-
downs like the previous failed
attempts.

The current rise of COVID is
somewhat misleading, as the only
thing the media wants to currently re-
port on is the number of COVID
cases.  And while the omicron variant
is extremely contagious, studies have
shown that symptoms are less severe
than other variants.  

The whole reason that the
shutdowns happened originally were
because deaths were on the rise and
hospitals were being overrun, and in
Sacramento County neither of these
two things are happening.  Thank-
fully, COVID related deaths have re-
mained low, and our hospitals are not
in danger of exceeding capacity.

Shutdowns do not come free,
and should be avoided due to the dev-
astating impacts they have on soci-
ety.  The Wellbeing Trust, a non profit
working to de-stigmatize mental
health issues, released a study that
found 75,000 deaths during the re-
cent national shutdowns were
“deaths of despair” - which includes
suicides and overdoses.  And in Cali-
fornia, nearly one in three restaurants
permanently closed as a result of the
most recent shutdown.

Nowhere are these negative

shutdown impacts more evident than
how they have impacted children.
The United Nations Children's Fund
released a report that showed the
current generation of students will
lose $17 trillion in lifetime earnings as
a result of the learning losses suf-
fered during the global shutdowns.
The United States Department of Ed-
ucation also released a report that
showed the pandemic has negatively
affected academic growth, has deep-
ened the impact of disparities in ac-
cess and opportunity, and heightened
the risk of sexual harassment, abuse,
and violence.

Politicians, the media, and
government agents have stoked fears
to the highest level, and we cannot
blame the public for being afraid.  But
we must fight to keep our businesses,
communities and schools open –
while also needing to recognize the

importance
of respect-
ful debate
and com-
passion.

Thank you
for reading
– and as al-
ways, if
you want
to contact
me, call me
at 916-
874-5491, or e-mail me at Supervi-
sorFrost@saccounty.net.

Sacramento County Supervi-
sor Sue Frost represents the 4th Dis-
trict, which includes the communities
of Citrus Heights, Folsom, Or-
angevale, Antelope, North Highlands,
Rio Linda, Elverta, and Rancho 
Murieta.

SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS
STRIVE FOR MORE

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.

ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.

DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COMPLETE SOLUTIONS 

FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com
PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

121 E  11th St. Tracy, CA 95376
Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE

FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND

RECORD KEEPING.

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,

Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,

Trailer plates.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

trwkF vfilaF vIrF dy leI
skfeI trFsport sfilAUÈn

dIaF ivÈyÈ syvfvF SPECIAL BIT INSPECTION AND DOT AUDIT COMPLIANCE:

WE PROVIDE 
ALL  TRUCKING 

RELATED 
PERMITS AND 
SERVICES

Sue Frost
Sacramento County Supervisor

8191 Timberlake Way, Suite # 400, Sacramento, CA 95823
Phone: 916-688-8888 Fax: 916-688-8837

Clinic Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM & Sunday closed

DR. TAKHAR’S FAMILY MEDICINE & URGENT CARE CLINIC
URGENT CARE CLINIC

We speak your language: Panjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Farsi, Arabic and SpanishDr. Paramjit S Takhar, MD Goodie Takhar, PhD

W
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Lohri celebrated at the Sri Guru Ravidass Temple Pittsburgh (CA)
Suman family hosted Sukhmani Sahib path and Langar sewa on the occasion

of Lohri on January 13, 2022 at Sri Guru Ravidass Temple in Pittsburg,
Pittsburgh- Sangat prepared langar of
SAGG and MAKKI DI ROTI for Lohri.
After the Sukhmani Sahib path,
peanuts, GAJAK, and REWARI were
shared and thrown into the flames of
the bonfire by sangat.  Giani Ompal
Singh and Giani Gurnam Singh did

path sewa and ARDAS. Prayers were
offered to the bonfire seeking abun-
dance & prosperity. First Lohri is con-
sidered very important and auspicious
for the newly wed and the new born
babies. Lohri is celebrated primarily
by north Indians, the festival marks

the end of winter and harvesting of
the crops. The festival is celebrated
every year on January 13 with lot of
passion.

Because of COVID, not too
many devotees came in the evening.
We are hopeful that next Lohri cele-

bration will be better attended.
We thank sangat for helping

and contributing for this event in the
Gurdwara Sahib..

Report and pictures 
Ramesh Summan 
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Punjab CM Charanjit Singh Channi's brother denied Congress ticket, to fight as independent candidate
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi’s brother Manohar Singh, who was eyeing
the Bassi Pathana seat, was denied a ticket to contest the upcoming elections.

CPI(M) will support Samajwadi Party in UP polls to defeat BJP: Sitaram Yechury

January .16: Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi's brother
Manohar Singh was denied a Con-
gress ticket and will now fight as an
independent cand according to media
reports.The Punjab CM's brother,
whohad taken VRS to fight polls, has
now decided to fight as independent
candidate. The Congress on Saturday
released list of 86 candidates. CM
Charanjit Singh Channi will contest
from Chamkaur Sahib seat and Navjot
Singh Sidhu from Amritsar east
seat.Elections in Punjab will take
place in a single phase on February
14 and the counting of votes is on
March 10.

Key omissions in the first list
of candidates for the Punjab assem-
bly election sparked dissidence in the
ranks of the Congress party’s state

unit. The discontent is particularly
palpable in the assembly constituen-
cies of Mansa, Moga, Malout and
BassiPathana.Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi’s brother Manohar
Singh was denied a ticket to contest
the upcoming elections.

Manohar Singh, who had re-
signed as senior medical officer from
Kharar civil hospital, was eyeing to
contest from BassiPathana.The Con-
gress is instead fielded sitting legisla-
tor Gurpreet Singh GP from the
BassiPathana assembly seat.A miffed
Manohar Singh said he would be
fighting the elections as a n inde-
pendent candidate.

In Malout and Moga, the Con-
gress denied tickets to sitting legisla-
tor -- Deputy Speaker of Punjab
Assembly Ajaib Singh Bhatti and Har-

jot Kamal respectively.Controver-
sial Punjabi singer Sidhu Musse-
wala, who joined the Congress
sometime ago, will contest from
Mansa and actor Sonu Sood's
sister Malvika Sood from Moga,
replacing Harjot Kamal. The lat-
ter has since jumped ship to the
BJP.Mussewala replaces sitting MLA
Nazar Singh Manshahia, who h
ad joined the grand old party after
quitting the AAP in 2019.

Rupinder Kaur 'Ruby', who
had switched sides from the AAP to
Congress, has been fielded by the
party from Malout-SC seat. She was
elected from Bathinda Rural in the
last election on AAP ticket.

The Congress on Saturday re-
leased its first list of 86 candidates
for the February 14 Assembly elec-

tions in Punjab, fielding Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi from
Chamkaur Sahib and PCC chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu from Amritsar
East.The party is yet to declare its
candidate for the Patiala Urban con-
stituency which was represented by
former Chief Minister CaptAmarinder
Singh. The party will also declare its
remaining 31 seats for the 117-mem-
ber Assembly soon.Punjab Assembly
elections are slated in a single phase
on February 14 and the results will be
out on March 10.

January 17 :Ahead of the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election, the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) has
decided to put its weight behind the
Samajwadi Party (SP). Sitaram
Yechury is an Indian politician and a
leader of the Communist Party of
India. He is a member of the Politburo
of the Communist Party of India, the
largest communist party of India. 

CPI(M) chief Sitaram Yechury
said that his party will support the
Samajwadi Party in order to defeat
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the state. For the UP Assem-
bly election, the Samajwadi Party has
allied with Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party (SBSP), Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD),
Janwadi Party (Socialist), Apna Dal
(Krishna Patel), PragatisheelSama-
jwadi Party-Lohia (PSP-L), and 
Mahan Dal.

Uttar Pradesh will vote in
seven phases to elect 403 MLAs be-
tween February 10 and March 7. The
counting of votes will take place on

March 10. Meanwhile, the spate of
BJP leaders joining the Samajwadi
Party continued as former Uttar

Pradesh minister Dara Singh Chauhan
joined the party on Sunday. This
came days after Dara Singh resigned
from the ruling BJP. CPI (M) chief
Sitaram Yechury said his party will
support the Samajwadi Party in the
UP Assembly election in order to de-
feat the ruling BJP. 

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary Sitaram

Yechury on Monday said his party will
support those outfits that have the
ability to defeat the BJP in polls

scheduled for February-March in five
states. The goal of the CPI (M) is to
keep BJP away from power in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa
and Manipur, Yechury, who is on a
visit to Bhopal to participate in a state
level CPI (M) convention, told re-
porters. He said his party was also
discussing this issue with other Left-
ist groups as the aim was to stop the

division of anti-BJP votes by forging
alliances.

Claiming there was an anti-
BJP atmosphere in UP, he said the
CPI (M) will talk to the Samajwadi
Party (SP), which is the main con-
tender for power there. The BJP has
to be defeated politically and kept
away from power in order to make a
better India, he said. “This (commu-
nal polarization by the BJP) has cre-
ated an atmosphere of hatred and
violence, disturbing the social fabric,
unity and brotherhood in the country.
So, it is necessary to keep them (BJP)
away from power by defeating them
in elections otherwise the country’s
constitutional system will not 
survive,” he said. 

The condition of the people
has deteriorated very quickly under
the Narendra Modi government, with
unemployment and hunger being
widespread, while the country’s
wealth was being looted through 
disinvestment, he claimed. 
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EC Postpones Punjab Assembly Polls, Voting to be Held on Feb 20 Instead of Feb 14
oting for Punjab’s 117 assembly
seats will be now be held on

February 16  instead of February 14
and the counting of votes will take
place on March 10.

Chandigarh 17 January: The
Election Commission on Monday an-
nounced its decision to postpone the
Punjab Assembly Election and now
voting in the state will be held on
February 20 instead of 14 as origi-
nally scheduled. The decision was
made following a meeting of the EC
on Monday morning to discuss the
demands of Punjab’s political parties
and leaders to defer the assembly
polls in view of Guru RavidasJayanti.

The request for postpone-
ment of Punjab Assembly polls was
put forth to the poll panel by several
parties including Congress, Bharatiya
Janata Party(BJP) and former chief
minister Captain Amarinder Singh’s
party Punjab Lok Congress. The re-

quest was made as
many people from
the Scheduled Caste
community from
State are likely to
visit Varanasi, in
view of Guru Ravi-
das birth anniversary
on February 16, said
sources. 
Earlier on Saturday,
Punjab CM Channi
has urged the EC to
postpone the Febru-
ary 14 assembly
polls by six days in
view of Guru Ravi-
dasJayanti. In a let-
ter to Chief Election
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Sushil Chandra,
Channi wrote that it
was brought to his
notice by some rep-

resentatives of
the Scheduled
Castes commu-
nity, which con-
tributes around
32 per cent of
the state’s popu-
lation, that the
birth anniversary
of Guru Ravidas
falls on February
16. 

On this
occasion, a large
number of SC devotees (about 20
lakh) from the state are likely to visit
Banaras in Uttar Pradesh from Febru-
ary 10 to 16, Channi wrote. In such a
situation, many people from this
community would not be able to cast
their votes for the state assembly,
which is otherwise their constitu-
tional right, he stated in the letter
written on January 13.
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